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‘A Great Australian School may not be a modest label, but Wesley College has never been shy of beating its own drum’,
writes author Andrew Lemon in his introduction. Since its foundation nearly 143 years ago, Wesley has always aspired to
be one of the great liberal-minded schools of the nation, and has long been recognised as such.

Here at last is the full story of the school - a saga as dense as any historical epic - an independent and authoritative
account, at once accomplished and entertaining. Painstakingly researched over more than four years, bringing together
the pieces after the terrible fire of 1989 that devastated the St Kilda Road library and archives, this book is more than a
monument to Wesley’s past.

It will surprise and delight those who think they know their Wesley well, but also those who have no or little prior
acquaintance with the school. It brings to life forgotten times and personalities, and adroitly charts the complicated path
of Wesley’'s development from a school for boys to a multi-campus coeducational enterprise. It explores and challenges
the ways in which we have educated our children. It is a book of warmth, compassion and insight.

624 pages of text with more than 200 illustrations in black and white, sepia and colour, A great Australian School comes
to you in a superb presentation volume with hard cover and dust jacket, published to the highest standards by The
Helicon Press and designed by the acclaimed Australian book designer Alison Forbes.

ANDREW LEMON is the author of several Australian histories including the two volumes of his ground-breaking History
of Australian Thoroughbred Racing and the story of the Cataraqui, Australia’s worst shipwreck, in Poor Souls, They
Perished. He appeared on the ABC television series The Track. A first-class honours post-graduate of the University of
Melbourne, his prize winning biography of James Balfour was published as The Young Man from Home. For ten years to
1999 he edited the Victorian Historical Journal and is a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society of Victoria and a former
member of the Heritage Council and the Library Board of Victoria. Three of his books have won national literary awards
from the Fellowship of Australian Writers.
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